
The Ramblers Association, East Surrey Walkers Group 

34th Annual General Meeting Reports, October 2016 

 

Chairman’s Report       Arthur Darby 

 

I believe that the reports that follow, from my fellow Committee Members, show that East Surrey 
Walkers continues to be very successful at providing what members want. What is particularly 
pleasing is that, thanks to our leaders, and to Liz and Nigel, we have been able to run 11% more 
walks than in the previous year while the average number on walks has stayed the same at 
about 15.5. 
Membership of the Group has again increased by about 12%, and Amanda has done a great job 
in welcoming new members. 
The coach trip and walk to Canterbury was a new initiative arising from a suggestion at last 
year's AGM and proved very enjoyable for the members and friends who came. We hope to be 
able to have a trip to another area in the coming year.  
Our social events have changed slightly this year under the guidance of our new social 
organiser, Pamela, and have proved more popular than ever. We've organised two holidays this 
year, thanks principally to Judy B, John and Tony, and again both were very successful. 
Our communications with members are now almost entirely via the internet and my thanks go 
those behind the scenes, Helen W, Brian S, Adam, and Judy L who enable our website and 
Notice Boards to work efficiently. 
If occasionally things have not worked quite as you wished please remember we are all 
volunteers doing our best. 
We have gradually split some of the roles in running ESW on the basis that members are willing 
to spend a few hours a month helping ESW, while recognising that there are relatively few who 
can commit to bigger inputs.  
Please continue to help us organise activities, so together we continue to enjoy our East Surrey 
Walkers. 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report       Roy Battison 

 

Income & Expenditure Account for Year Ending 30th September 2016 

 

INCOME 2016 2015 

 £ £ 

Group Funding from Surrey Area 416.60 380.96 
Interest on Bank Account 1.41 0.55 
Donation from Long Distance Walkers Assn* 400.00 400.00 
Income from Advertisements in Walks Programme* 300.00 450.00 
Rebate for Members booking Ramblers Holidays* 150.00 20.00 
Total Income for Year 1268.01 1251.51 

   

   



   
EXPENDITURE 2016 2015 

   
Promote Walking £ £ 
  Programme printing & postage 83.53 130.22 
  Leader’s course/exps (Leaders forum/ID wallets 2015) 320.06 146.82 
Governance   
  Meeting room for AGM 141.16 97.56 
   
Posters Identi Tags 0.00 98.39 
Administration expenses 79.35 54.50 
Footpaths Working Party 2015  95.00 
Transfer to Designated Funds 850.00 870.00 
 1474.10 1492.49 
   
Deficit for the Year 206.09 240.98 
   

Movement on Designated funds   

Balance brought forward 870.00  
Less Kissing gates 563.72  
Transfers from advertising revenue this year 850.00 870.00 
   
Total Expenditure  for Year 1156.28 870.00 
 
 

  

 
Balance Sheet as at 30th September 2016 

  

 2016 2015 
   

Balance of funds as at 1/10/15 (from last year’s accounts) 719.06 960.04 
Deficit for the year 206.09 240.98 
   
Balance of funds carried forward 30/09/16 512.97 719.06 
   
Designated funds for footpath maintenance c/fwd 
 

1156.28 870.00 

Total Balance of funds as at 30/0916 1669.25 1589.06 
   
 

 

Signed:   Roy Battison, Hon Treasurer   03/10/2016 

 

I have examined the above Balance Sheet & Account with the records and vouchers produced 

to me and found same to be in accordance herewith. 

 

Signed:   Robert Coupland, Hon Auditor   03/10/2016 

 

 

 



 

Membership Report       Amanda Whiteley 

 

Summary from 2013 to 2016 

I became Membership Secretary for East Surrey Walkers in October 2013 and as I leave my 

role I thought it would be useful to see what has happened over the past three years.  As you 

can see we are recruiting more each year however we are still losing members as well.  People 

leave for all different reasons, moved away, didn’t renew as they weren’t walking enough as 

busy with other hobbies, personal reasons or transferred to another group.  On a positive note 

you can see we have increased each year and retained members that have joined us, e.g. see 

the figure below where we recruited 74 new members and they are still with us a year later.  

Maybe this is due to being a friendly group running many walks, putting on great social events 

and offering super holidays.  What I have observed is that the people that regularly walk with us 

do renew their membership each year and the people that tend to leave us are not walking 

regularly with our group.  

31 joined in the period October 2013-September 2014     of whom 20 are still members    

74 joined in the period October 2014-September 2015     of whom 74 are still members   

84 joined in the period October 2015-September 2016     of which 84 are still 

members, (interesting to see if all 84 are with us next year). 

Joiners and leavers 2013 to 2016 

Total members at the end of September 2013                   300 

New members Joined ESW in 2013/2014                            31 

Left ESW                                                                                     27 

Total members at end of September 2014                          304 

New members Joined ESW 2014/2015                                74 

Left ESW                                                                                    27 

Total membership at end of September 2015                   351 

New members joined ESW 2015/2016                                84 

Left ESW                                                                                    40 

Total members at the end of September 2016                  395 

Recruitment and Retention  



We continue to grow and retain regular walkers as we are a very friendly group and have lots of 

varied walks to suit all.  We have a dedicated committee which works hard to achieve what we 

do and I feel this contributes to why we are so successful.  Our publicity also makes a huge 

difference towards our recruitment totals, by advertising in local church magazines, Facebook 

and Street Life we attract a lot of new members.  Thank you to Tony P, Keith C and Stacy M for 

their hard work in this area.   It is important however to engage with members that are on the 

Ramblers pending list which I do each month asking if they are likely to renew.  This is done via 

email and not all respond back to me but some do and let me know why they are not renewing 

which I have highlighted above. 

 Since I became the Membership Secretary I have seen our walks programme develop and it is 

fantastic to see what varied walks we now run, from slow ambles to give new comers the 

confidence to walk, to running more walks on a Thursday, our summer evening walks and now 

our new fast fitness walks, all this couldn’t be possible without our fabulous leaders so well done 

to you all.  

I was very proud that East Surrey  walkers won the Surrey Area Recruitment and Retention cup 

in 2015 and it was great to collect it with our Chairman at the Surrey Area AGM in February 

2016.  I also want to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you and a happy retirement to 

Adam W for doing such a fabulous job in supporting me as Membership Administrator and a 

very warm welcome to Pauline G for taking over from Adam, I am sure she will make a real 

contribution to our group. 

Well done to all our leaders that have helped recruit new members and I look forward to giving 

out the prizes for first, second and third. 

 

 

Walks Co-coordinator Report      Liz Whittaker 

East Surrey Walkers have gone from strength to strength in the last year.  

In the 12 months to the end of September we had 3638 walkers on 230 walks. This compares 

with 3181 walkers on 207 walks in the previous 12 months. The quarter just finished (Q3 2016) 

was particularly exciting – for the first time we had over 1000 participants. 

In September Ramblers had a nationwide Walk About Britain Festival. ESW participated 

enthusiastically with a walk every day of the 9 day festival. Our walks totaled 61 miles and we 

congratulate Helen on completing the full distance. On 15th September Helen and Amanda 

organized a new venture; 46 went by bus towards Canterbury – 13 were dropped off with 12 

miles to walk, another 33 took the shorter option. All arrived safely in Canterbury and a great 

day (in glorious weather) was had by all. I hope we can have more such trips in the future. 

Our walk programme has expanded. As usual we have the weekend walks – one long and one 

short, plus the ever popular Wednesday short walk. Ambles are now in their third year and 



provide an important option for new walkers and those whose fitness has declined. The linear 

walkers marched into the past, completing the Shakespeare Way, Harold’s Way and the 1066 

Country Walks. The last 12 months have shown a marked increase in our walks programme 

with many ‘other’ walks. These are ‘anything goes” – a variety of lengths and starting times. The 

evening walks finishing at a pub are very popular and we intend to make them a permanent 

fixture in future summers.  Additionally we now have Fast Fitness  Workout Walks - so why not 

challenge yourself?  

How has all this been achieved? The answer is simple; 62 members have responded to our 

requests to lead. They are the (often unsung) heroes of East Surrey Walkers and we owe all of 

them a huge ‘thank you”. We need more leaders – I ask everyone who does not already do so 

to lead a walk in 2017. We will give you all the support you need. There are training courses for 

new leaders, we can provide you with a variety of walk ideas, explain procedures and ‘buddy’ 

you on your first walk. So please take your turn to help ESW continue and expand.  

Liz Whittaker (ESW Walks’ Coordinator) 

Nigel Poulter (ESW Walks’ Administrator) 

 

 

Publicity Officer Report        Keith Chesson 

 

Our publicity continues to be focused on promoting the group and its activities, both to members 
and non- members. 
 
Every month, I send out details of forthcoming walks to over 20 local magazines, and regularly 
add a news story. Space is often at a premium but we continue to be well supported by most 
publications throughout the year for which we are very appreciative. 
Events are an ideal way of generating publicity, and between the 3rd and 11th September we 
supported the Ramblers ‘Walk About’ festival with posters, and flyers, and a story about Helen 
Whiteley’s challenge of walking all ESW festival walks in 9 days. 
 
Tony Pearson pioneered the development of social media sites, last year, and this continues to 
be very worthwhile. It is used primarily to publicise our walks, and these appear on a daily 
update list covering Limpsfield, Oxted, Godstone, Caterham and Warlingham. 
 

We have a page on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/eastsurreywalkers) on which we have 
posted over 250 messages during the past year; these comprise walking related news items as 
well as details of some of our forthcoming walks. Each week we reach approx. 1,000 local 
people and we presently have 218 who have ‘liked’ our page and thus receive each message. 
Please go to our page and ‘like’ us, this helps to increase traffic. We know of several new 
members who have joined us as a result of our Facebook activity. We also use the local 
community Streetlife site with good results. 

 
Last year, we designed a new logo for our Group and updated our display material ( posters and 
flyers) for use in Libraries/Supermarkets/ Billboards etc., and aim for good coverage across 
Oxted and surrounding areas prior to major holiday periods. This takes a considerable amount 
of time, and if anybody feels they can help with the distribution please contact me. 

https://www.facebook.com/eastsurreywalkers


We also need any interesting/unusual news stories you feel could be used for publicity during 
the year, so please do not hesitate to send them to me or any other committee member. 
 
It is often hard to quantify our publicity efforts, as it is impossible to collate all that is written 
about us but my overall impression is that in the past year we have successfully continued to 
build awareness of ESW and our ‘BOOTS’ logo. 
 
2017 is my last term as Publicity Officer and if there is anybody who would like to take on this 
role please let any member of the committee know of your interest. 
 
 
 
Social Secretary Report        Pamela Cunniffe 

 
Last October I took over from Barbara Bulman as Social Secretary. Everything had run so 

smoothly under Barbara's leadership that it was a daunting prospect and a hard act to follow. 

 

The first event of 2016 was the New Year Lunch at Aggie's Hall. In her report last year, Barbara 

likened the event to the proverb of The Loaves and the Fishes. It worked, but nobody 

understood how. As an outsider and newcomer, I certainly didn't understand how it could 

possibly work- me, organising a Christmas lunch for a huge number of people - I struggle with a 

family Christmas lunch!!!! So, with trepidation we changed the set-in-stone format and called in 

outside caterers - Wendy Taylor and her team. They did an amazing job and I am relieved to 

say it was a huge success with a record 77 members attending. 

 

In April we held the Annual Dinner at The Bakery in Tatsfield. This was a very successful venue 

with the owner, Andrew Bond, and his team, providing us with a warm welcome and a delicious 

3-course meal @ £25 per head. Again we had a record turn out with 73 attendees. 

 

In June, Di and John Nathan once again very kindly offered to host the now legendary Cream 

Tea in their lovely garden in Limpsfield. As ever, members rose to the challenge and donated 

delicious cakes and scones which were enjoyed by the 53 members who attended the event. 

They were able to relax and savour the magnificent spread in the brilliant sunshine, surrounded 

by the beautiful flowers and shrubs in Di and John's garden. Grateful thanks to our hosts for 

allowing ESW to invade their house and garden and for the hard work involved in setting up 

their garden for us. 

 

In August, we were blessed with a wonderful sunny day for our annual BBQ which was once 

again held in Rosie Bailey's delightful garden. Another record of 62 members attended and 

enjoyed the BBQ , accompanied by delicious salads and puddings kindly donated by members - 

it was a veritable feast. Huge thanks to the backroom workers and to Rosie for all her hard work 

in setting the scene for yet another successful ESW Event. 

 

Still to come this year is the visit to the Houses of Parliament on 24 October and the final event 

of the year - the Barn Dance on 19 November. 

 



These events throughout the year all help to make ESW such a friendly social group. Their 

success depends on the Social Team (myself, Angie Horrigan, Anne Jagelman and Fran 

Edwards) and also, very importantly, the continued support and contributions of you, the ESW 

members. My personal thanks to 'The Team' without whom the events would not have 

happened and to all those who have enthusiastically lent a helping hand when needed. If you 

would like to join in and help at any of the events, please let me know - your involvement would 

be much appreciated. We look forward to another sociable and successful year in 2017. 

 

 

Local Footpath Secretary’s Report     Tony Pearson 

We have 3 Local Footpath Secretaries who cover the 22 parishes within the Tandridge district. 
Their main task is to report path defects to Surrey C.C. and monitor for action. They also 
investigate proposals for path diversions as well as any planning applications affecting rights of 
way. For most parishes we have members who regularly check the state of the network, we 
have 19 members who are authorised by SCC to undertake maintenance work and 9 members 
who assist SCC in a semi-annual inspection process. Thank you to all these volunteers, we do 
appreciate your involvement. 
 
Ken's Krew currently comprises 8 hardy members who undertake work approved by SCC on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month. During the past year the team have replaced 16 faulty stiles with 12 
metal kissing gates and 4 self-closing gates, as well as clearing vegetation. A great result, but 
with a few more volunteers the team could take on even more work.  Using surplus monies 
raised from programme adverts etc. we purchased and installed 2 kissing gates near the Wire 
Mill, Newchapel.  
 
Notable path issues this past year include: 
1. A new public footpath south of Tenchleys Wood, Limpsfield, which we actively supported both 
before and at the public meeting of the SCC Committee that approved its creation. 
2. FPs 354 -356 Horne, near Newchapel – these paths have been inaccessible for over 6 years 
during which we have regularly pressed for action. As a result of our pressure, progress is now 
being made. 
3. FP 269 Bletchingley and Godstone, which runs between Lower South Park Farm and 
Tilburstow Hill Rd. Badly obstructed near the farm and unwalkable, reported over 2 years ago, 
we are recommending legal action by The Ramblers unless SCC deal with the problem soon. 
3. BW 257 Horne, near Shawlands Wood where, during a group walk earlier this year we found 
the bridleway blocked due to clay shooting. We contacted the Clay Shooting Assoc. and 
shooting has now been moved well away from the bridleway. 
4. FP 232 Crowhurst, near Foyles Farm where a faulty bridge over the River Eden resulted in a 
temporary closure order for over 5 years. Thankfully a new bridge has just been built by the 
farmer so the footpath is once again open. 
 
Several of our members participated in the Ramblers Big Pathwatch project, checking 1km 
areas. We also, with 5 of our volunteers, walked every path within Crowhurst parish to record 
every defect, many of these have now been dealt with and we hope to replicate the project in 
other parishes. 

 


